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ABSTRACT

This research was designed to establish of enhancing for students’ oral communication skills
were developed by intensifying English usage in class. In this research, a pre experimental
design involving one group with pre test and post test was used, and speaking tests were
administered to collect the data. The sample of this research consisted of students in first
semester at STIKES Al Fatah Bengkulu that involved a total of 36 students. A comparative
technique was employed to examine and compare student’s scores prior to and following the
speaking activity. The findings of the research showed that students’ speaking proficiency in
vocabulary from 2.5 increased to 3.84 with improvement was 53.2% and the students’
speaking competence in pronunciation from 2.33 increased to 3.75% with improvement was
60.94% by totally mean score was 57.07%. Moreover, for speaking competence was effective
with the result of the statistical analysis using t-test value and t-table value was proved
20.92>2.030. It meant that t-test value was higher than t-table value. It can be concluded that
pharmacy students got a positive impact and feasible method for applied by using an
intensifying English learning strategy of students in first semester at STIKES Al Fatah.
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INTRODUCTION

In the rapidly evolving world of healthcare, English has become the primary medium
of communication, research, and pharmaceutical industry standards. For pharmacy students,
English proficiency is not merely an academic requirement but a vital professional
competency. Pharmacists are constantly exposed to international medical journals, drug
literatures, manuals of laboratory equipment, and import drug instructions which are
predominantly written in English. Hutchinson and Waters (1987) in their theory of English for
Specific Purposes (ESP) emphasize that language must be relevant to the learners’ specific
needs - in this case, English serves as a tool for pharmacists to access global pharmaceutical
knowledge and ensure patient safety.

Among the four language skills, speaking competence holds a critical role for future
pharmacists, particularly in the context of patients counseling and inter professional
collaboration. A pharmacist must be able to explain drug indications, side effects, and usage
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instructions clearly to patients or other health professionals. Miscommunication due to poor
speaking skills or pronunciation errors in medical terminology can lead to medication errors.
Richards (2008) states that the mastery of speaking skills in English is a priority for many
second language or foreign language learners as it is the standard by which success in
language learning is often judged.

However, based on preliminary observations at STIKES Al Fatah Bengkulu, first year
pharmacy students encounter significant difficulties in speaking English. Transitioning from
high school to a specialized medical college, they are overwhelmed by complex
pharmaceutical terminologies (e.g., chemical names of drugs, anatomical terms). Most
students are reluctant to speak due to a psychological barrier known as “language anxiety”.
Brown (2001) explains that inhibition is a major obstacle in language learning; students often
worry about making mistakes, receiving negative criticism, or feeling embarrassed, which
makes them passive in the classroom.

The conventional teaching methods often focus heavily on reading comprehension or
grammar rules, leaving insufficient time for students to practice speaking. To address this gap,
an "Intensifying English Learning Strategy" is proposed. Intensifying refers to increasing the
frequency, repetition, and active usage of the language through rigorous practice or drilling
methods. This concept aligns with the "Automaticity Theory" by Gatbonton and Segalowitz
(2005), who suggest that repetition and intensive practice are essential for learners to move
from slow, conscious processing of language to rapid, automatic production. By intensifying
the learning process, pharmacy students can train their "muscle memory" to pronounce
difficult drug names and common counseling phrases fluently.

The research focuses on the First Grade (Freshmen) students of the 2025/2026
academic year at STIKES Al Fatah Bengkulu. The first year is the "golden period" for
foundational habit formation. If pharmacy students are trained intensively to speak English
from the very beginning, they will develop the confidence and linguistic foundation necessary
to handle more advanced pharmaceutical subjects in later semesters.

Based on the critical need for English in the pharmaceutical field and the necessity to
overcome students' passivity, the researcher is interested in conducting a study entitled:
"Enhancing Speaking Competence by Intensifying English Learning Strategy for Pharmacy
Students on First Grade of STIKES Al Fatah Bengkulu in 2025/2026 Academic Years."

RESEARCH DESIGN

The research design employed in this study was a pre experimental design, specially a
one group pretest-posttest design. In this design, the researcher conducted an experiment
using a single group of participants. The purpose of the study was to determine whether there
was a significant improvement in students’ speaking skills through the intensification of
English learning strategies. According to Creswell (2014), in this design, the researcher
provides a measure (pre — test) for a group, applies an experimental treatment, and then
provides another measure (post — test) after treatment. It meant that the reseacher employed a
comparative technique to analyze and compare students’ scores before and after the
implementation of speaking instruction through an intensified English learning strategy
involving pharmacy students on first grade of STIKES Al Fatah Bengkulu. Moreover, to
collect the data, the researcher carried on pharmacy students that consisted of 36 students as
sample. Then, for the instrument of this study was used the speaking test and recording. The
speaking assessment consisted of a pretest and a posttest. The pretest was conducted during
the first meeting, while the posttest was administered at the end of the study. And also the
researcher divided the scores into three criteria based on the oral scoring procedure, namely
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vocabulary and pronunciation. The assessment of the oral test was conducted using the

following procedures ;

Table 1. Vocabulary

Classification Score Criteria

Excellent 5 Demonstrates a wide range of vocabulary and
expressions accurately

Very Good 4 Uses varied vocabulary and expressions with
minor errors in word choice

Good 3 Uses a limited range of vocabulary and
expressions

Average 2 Uses basic  vocabulary and simple
expressions

Poor 1 Uses very limited vocabulary with frequent
errors, resulting in minimal or unclear
communication

(Adapted from Longman, 2005)
Table 2. Pronounciation
Classification Score Criteria

Excellent 5 Pronunciation and intonation are consistently
clear and accurate

Very Good 4 Pronunciation and intonation are generally
clear and accurate with minor errors

Good 3 Some errors in pronunciation and intonation
occasionally interfere with understanding

Average 2 Frequent errors in pronunciation and
intonation affect clarity

Poor 1 Serious pronunciation problems significantly
hinder communication

(Adapted from Longman, 2005)

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The results of this study indicated an improvement in students’ speaking competence
through the intensification of English use for pharmacy students on first grade of STIKES Al
Fatah Bengkulu. The pharmacy students’ enhancement can be observed more clearly in
following discussion below:
1. The enhancement of pharmacy students’ use of vocabulary in speaking competence
The enhancement of pharmacy students’ vocabulary by intensifying English learning
strategy can be explained that the students’ mean score in pre test was 2.5, while their
mean score in the posttest increased to 3.83 with mean score was 53.2%. It can be shown
in the figure below:
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The figure above illustrates the vocabulary indicators of pharmacy students’ speaking
competence. Each indicator includes both pretest and posttest results. The posttest scores were
higher than those of the pretest. Based on the findings, there was a 53.2% improvement in
students’ vocabulary. Therefore, it can ce concluded that intensifying English learning
strategies in speaking instruction was effective in enhancing pharmacy students’ vocabulary
in speaking competence.

2. The enhancement of the pharmacy students’ pronounciation in speaking skill
Following the analysis of pharmacy students’ pronounciation scores in both the pretest
and posttest, the findings indicated that the pharmacy students’ score was 2.33 in pre test
of students’ pronounciation in speaking skill and got score was 3.75 in post test of
students’ pronounciation in speaking skill with the mean score was 60.94%. it can be
shown in the figure below:
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The figure above illustrates the pronounciation indicators of pharmacy students’
speaking competence. Each indicator includes both pretest and posttest results. The posttest
scores were higher than the pretest scores. Based on the findings, there was a 60.94%
improvement in students’ pronunciation. Therefore, it can be concluded that intensifying
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English learning strategies in speaking instruction was effective in enhancing pharmacy
students’ pronunciation in speaking competenec.

3. The enhancement of the pharmacy students’ in speaking skill
After computing the pharmacy students’ vocabulary and pronounciation in pretest and
posttest above, the researcher presented the final score of the students’ enhacement of the
pharmacy students in speaking competence by intensifying English learning strategy on
first grade of STIKES Al Fatah Bengkulu. This can be clearly seen in the table ;

Table 3. The enhancement of students’ speaking competence in definitively

No Variables Mean Score Improvement
Pre Test Post Test (%)
1. Vocabulary 2.5 3.83 53.2
2. Pronounciation 2.33 3.75 60.94
Total Score 4.83 7.58 114.14
Mean Score 2.41 3.79 57.07

Based on the table above, there was an improvement in students’ speaking competence
through the implementation of an intensified English learning strategy for pharmacy students.
This is indicated by the mean vocabulary score, which increased from 2.5 in the pretest
(classified as very poor) to 3.83 in the posttest (classified as poor). This result showed that
students’ vocabulary improved from a very poor category. Furthermore, the mean
pronunciation score increased from 2.33 in the pretest (very poor) to 3.75 in the posttest
(poor), indicating an improvement in students’ pronunciation from a very poor to a poor
category.

Based on the comparison of each variable in Table 3, there was a noticeable
improvement in students’ speaking pronounciation was better than speaking vocabulary with
the totally improvement was 60.94% > 53.2%. The improvement of speaking pronounciation
was 60.94% and the improvement of speaking vocabulary was 53.2%. It can be seen in the
figure below :
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The figure above illustrates the final scores of students speaking competence. The final
score for vocabulary was 53.2% , while pronunciation reached 60,94%. Overall, the mean
score of students speaking competence was 57.07%.

To determine the level of significance between the pretest and posttest result, the
researcher applied a t-test at a significance level (o) of 0.05 with a degree of freedom (df) of
35 (36 — 1). The critical value from the t-table was 2.030. The calculated t-test values were
5.11 for students’ vocabulary, 5.42 for pronunciation, and 20.92 for overall speaking
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competence, all of which exceeded the t-table value (2.030). These results indicate a
significant difference between the pretest and posttest scores. Therefore, it can be concluded
that at the use of an intensified English learning strategy significantly improved pharmacy
students’ speaking competence. Consequently, the null hypothesis (H,) was rejected, and the
alternative hypothesis (H,) was accepted.

Based on the findings related to students’ vocabulary, pronouncuation, and overall
score, students’ speaking competence prior to the treatment was categorized as very poor.
This condition may have been caused by ineffective teaching methods, limited speaking
practice, and insufficient example and exercises. As a result, students tended to feel bored and
required more time to develop their English speaking competence for daily communication,
which hindered significant improvement in their speaking skills. The improvement score
posttest in vocabulary was higher that pretest score. Therefore, the use of intensifying English
learning strategy was effective to enhance the students’ speaking competence and can help the
vocabulary of students to build up and has given positive effect for pharmacy students’
attitude in delivering messages on English. Then, the improvement for the students’
pronounciation in speaking showed an improvement from very poor categorized in pretest
into poor categorized in posttest. The low pretest scores were influenced by students’ frequent
errors in pronunciation when presenting and asking questions. After the treatment, the posttest
scores showed a significant increase, indicating that students’ achievement in speaking
improved through the use of an intensified English learning strategy. Furthermore, the posttest
results demonstrated higher scores compared to the pretest following the implementation of
the treatment. The strategy also encouraged students to speak more confidently, reducing
feelings of reluctance, awkwardness, and anxiety. It can be concluded that by intensifying
English learning strategy can enhance speaking competence for the pharmacy students on first
grade of STIKES Al Fatah Bengkulu.

CONCLUSION

Based on the results of the data analysis and hypothesis testing conducted regarding
the implementation of the intensifying English Learning Strategy to enhance the speaking
competence of first-grade Pharmacy students at STIKES Al Fatah Bengkulu in the 2025/2026
academic year, there were several conclusions can be drawn as follows. First, the significant
improvement in vocabulary mean score increased to (2.5 to 3.83) with the improvement was
53.2% and in pronounciation mean score increased to (2.33 to 3.75) with the improvement
was 60.94%. This indicated that the implementation of the intensifying English learning
strategy proved effective in improving the students’ English speaking competence. Then, the
result of the statistical analysis using the t-test value was higher than the t-table value at a
significance of 20.92>2.030. This implied that there was a significant effect of using the
intensifying English learning strategy on speaking competence of pharmacy students. The
improvements can be seen in students can demonstrate better mastery of technical
pharmaceutical terms in English, students can increase intensified practice encourage students
to be braver and more fluent in expressing idea without excessive pauses and also the
intensive strategy reduced students’ anxiety when speaking in front of the class. In last, it can
be stated that the implementation of an intensified English learning strategy was an effective
and feasible method to be applied for enhancing the speaking competence of first grade
pharmacy students at STIKES Al Fatah Bengkulu in the 2025/2026 academic year.
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